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FOREWORD 


Several non-EC West European countries are considering and being considered for full 
membership, associate membership, or some form of preferential trade arrangement in 
the European Community (EC). Some other countries in the area may choose not to 
associate with the EC in any manner. The graphic illustrations and supply-distribution 
tables in this publication provide a quick reference summary of grain developments in 
eleven of these countries from fiscal 1961 through fiscal 1970. 

Other publications useful to analysts in assessing the implications of these countries 
joining or not joining the EC are: The Grain Price System of the European Community, 
FAS M-224, December 1970; Grain Trends of Four EC Applicants During the Decade of 
the Sixties, FAS FG 11-70, June 1970; Grain in the European Community, FAS M-218, 
June 1970; Grain Developments in the Common Market, FAS M-202, December 1968; 
and Common Market Grain Statistics, FAS M-192, September 1967. 


Richard E. Bell 
Director, Grain and Feed Division 
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Grain Trends in Non-EC Western Europe: 
1960-61 through 1969-70 


INTRODUCTION 


The countries included in this review—the United Kingdom, Ireland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Austria, Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, and Greece—account for around 60 percent of the barley, 50 percent of the 
oats, and 30 percent of the wheat produced in Western Europe. Their grain consumption averaged 56.4 million tons 
during the 1960s, or about 13 million less than the EC’s. And their share of world grain trade came to almost 
one-fifth—nearly two-fifths when combined with the EC. The import side of this trade averaged 15.5 million tons 
during the 1960s, against 16.9 million for the European Community, and included more wheat but less feedgrains 
than the EC’s. 


Changes in production 


A look back over the past decade shows a rising demand for grain within the non-EC countries—especially for 
feedgrains—and a proportionate increase in production and imports. Total grain production within the area by fiscal 
1970 had climbed some 37 percent above the level of 10 years earlier, with the dominant feedgrain, barley, leading 
the way. That crop more than doubled, to 23.1 million tons during the 10-year period, and corn—still a relatively 
minor crop here—also posted sizable gains. Modest increases were recorded for wheat, and output of rye and oats 
ended the decade at lower levels than in fiscal 1961. 

The United Kingdom, largest grain producer among the non-EC countries, increased its total production 41 
percent during the decade to 13.6 million tons; barley led the advance, climbing to 8.7 million tons, or double the 


NON-EC WEST EUROPEAN SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION OF GRAIN 


Million metric tons — 
Carryover MI puns 
Supply Imports Z P } Distribution 
80 Production Domestic use a 


60 


"% 


40 


Sess 


x2 


. 
Se 


°, 
?, 
Pas 


20 


2 


SEEKS 


1961 196 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 196 1970 


Fiscal years 


NON-EC WEST EUROPEAN GRAIN AREA 


Million hectares 


‘HER 


10 


1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1970 


Fiscal years 
* Oats, corn, sorghum, rye, mixed grains. y 


NON-EC WEST EUROPEAN GRAIN PRODUCTION 


Million metric tons 


40 Oyj pm MWVLUVE?- 


30 | YW : a 3 
°, 


° 5 
See 2 
< 2%, 1% 
Senn Sees 
Re », 1% atetetetete 
, 


0.0.0, 
retetetete’ 


20 


10 


10) 
1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 


* Oats, corn, sorghum, rye, mixed grains. 


NON-EC WEST EUROPEAN CONSUMPTION OF GRAIN 


Million metric tons 


Wheat Wh 
Total consumpti : eck i 
me Coarse grains Coarse grains* Bese) consumption 


1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 
Fiscal years 


* Corn, sorghum, barley, oats, rye. 


fiscal 1961 level. But the steepest overall gain occurred in Spain, No. 2 grain producer in the group. Its grain 
production rose 74 percent to 11 million tons as barley production more than doubled to 3.9 million tons, wheat 
gained over a million tons to 4.7 million, and corn added half a million to 1.6 million. 

All of the other countries increased their grain production, although for some—like Denmark, Norway, and 
Greece—the expansion was largely limited to barley, with declines in wheat and most other grains. 

While acreage expansion accounted for some of the production increase, higher yields were a far more important 
factor. In all the non-EC countries the average grain yield rose as farmers used more improved seed, fertilizer, and 
other inputs. During the 10 years between fiscal 1961 and fiscal 1970, the average yield in non-EC Western Europe 
rose 31 percent to 23.9 quintals per hectare. Highest yields were in Denmark, which by fiscal 1970 was harvesting 
39.2 quintals per hectare; lowest were in Portugal, with an average of 8.4 quintals. Austria managed the largest 
percentage gain, boosting yields 42 percent during the 10 years to 35.6 quintals per hectare. 

Among the commodities, corn recorded the biggest net increase in yield—up 56 percent. Yields of wheat rose by a 
third, and those of barley, by a fifth; smaller advances occurred in the other grains. 


Changes in trade 


Because grain consumption in most years outran production, the non-EC countries were unable to reduce their 
reliance on imports. Thus, by fiscal 1970, their net import still stood at 13.4 million tons, or just 300,000 below the 
level of fiscal 1961. And for the period as a whole, it averaged close to 14 million tons. The total import in fiscal 
1970 was 14.9 million tons, with the bulk of that moving, as usual, to the United Kingdom. 

Exports continued at a relatively low level, although the total export in fiscal 1970, at 1.5 million tons, was more 
than double that in fiscal 1961. Shipments went largely to the EC—from a third to a half in most years—and to other 
non-EC countries of Western Europe. Spain was the largest grain exporter in fiscal 1970, shipping out half a million 
tons (mainly wheat and barley), followed closely by Denmark, with 448,000. 
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